Raising Chillies from Seed

Chillies are quite hardy and are easy to raise from seed but they need a little patience as some varieties are slow to germinate. If you have a packet of mixed varieties there may be two weeks difference between the first and the last to germinate. The time taken to germinate will depend on the temperature. The warmer the temperature then the quicker germination will take place.
1. Buy or make some seed raising mix. You can make a good seed raising mix by mixing cocopeat (65%) with perlite (35%). You can also use good quality potting mix.
2. Find a flat tray at least 50mm deep or you can use a shallow plant pot. Whatever you use, it must have holes in the bottom for drainage.
3. Fill nearly to the top with seed raising mix. 

4. Sprinkle the seeds evenly across the top of the mix. If you are using small pots you may need more than one.

5. Cover the seeds lightly with more seed raising mix. Lightly means that there should be no more than 5-10mm of seed raising mix covering the seeds. If you bury them too deeply they may not germinate and if they do they will be slow.
6. Water the top of the seed raising mix with a watering can and check that no seeds have been exposed. If they have, put a little more seed raising mix over them.
7. Cover with a piece of cardboard or something similar that will stop the water evaporating too quickly from the top of the mix. Don’t use plastic as it traps too much moisture and you can get mould growing on top which will affect the seedlings.
8. Put them in a warm spot. In winter, this will need to be indoors. In summer, put them in a shady spot. At this time of the year anywhere will be warm enough.

9. Check every day that the top of the mix is moist. If it starts to dry out (which it will do after a couple of days in summer) you will need to water. This is best done by immersing the tray or pot up to half its height in water and leaving it to sit for 15 minutes. You will see when the top of the mix becomes moist. Lift it GENTLY out. You will lose too much mix from the drainage holes if you remove it too quickly.
10. After 2-4 weeks, the seeds will be starting to germinate. When you are sure they have all germinated (maybe up to 6 weeks, depending on the time of the year) you can transplant the seedlings into small (25mm-75mm diameter) pots. Use a good quality potting mix for this. Don’t buy a cheap one. Those marked “Premium” must meet a standard so that’s the one to use.  Don’t let them get too big or the job will be harder. The best time is when the very first leaves have expanded and you can just see the next new leaf in the top of the plant. Just get a teaspoon or a stick and push it down into the mix underneath the seedlings and gently lift them out. You may need to gently separate entangled roots. The seedlings are quite tough and it won’t matter if you break a few roots but the less damage you do then the quicker they will recover.
11. Set them out in a warm spot to grow on.

12. When you see roots coming out of the bottom of the pots you can either plant them into bigger pots or out in the garden.

13. If you are going to grow them in pots then use the at least 300mm diameter pots with a “Premium” grade potting mix. In pots, they may need watering 3-4 times a day in summer. Whether in pots or in the garden they should be fertilized with a good liquid fertilizer.
